
Just a couple of weeks until Motorcycle Awareness Week 2011, starting with the 
Remembrance Ride and Launch of the weeks activities on Saturday 22ndat 
Garema Place. The ride leaves Old Parliament House at 10.00 and concludes at 
Garema Place, where we will once again be sending JOE Rider off to ride for 
Awareness of Motorcycles and Scooters on Canberra roads.  I have to express 
my gratitude to all who have been working so hard to get this series of events 
going. An especially  big thanks to Pete who has almost single handedly pulled 
BikeFest together – a mammoth task, so let’s all be there to make it successful 
(Sunday 30th, EPIC).  

The Hellenic Club in the City (13B Moore St) is showing their support of 
Motorcycle Awareness Week – they have donated the use of the Posiedon 
Room for the keenly anticipated talk by Liz de Rome on Tuesday 25th at 6.30. 
Come along for dinner first and then enjoy Liz’ talk. 

We do need some volunteers as Marshall at Garema Place on the Saturday 22nd 
– please let me know if you can be there to help – just a couple of you…. 

The ACT Government is running a “Share the Road” message campaign in 
support of Motorcycle Awareness Week again this year. The Variable Message 
Boards will display messaging to inform road users to share the road – there is a 
message relating to motorcycles on the rotation.  During the week of 
Motorcycle Awareness Week, the messages will concentrate on motorcycles. 
During the month there will be TV ads running, including one which features 
motorcycles, and radio will also feature roads safety messages. We appreciate 
the support of ACT Government, and in particular the Road Safety Unit. 

Pete and myself attended the Motorcycle User Group meeting and one of the 
interesting but alarming stats presented by Simon from Stayupright was that the 
number of women doing rider training is falling quite dramatically. In the June – 
September quarter, Pre-learner Training was a 357M / 81 F mix, Provisional 
Training was a 103 M / 11 F mix and Provisional Assessments was 197 M / 20 F 
mix - that is the most alarming of all.  I’d be interested to hear if you have an 
opinion on the reason for low attendance by women – email me 
jenwoods@internode.on.net. 

I attended the Wall to Wall Ride in September, leaving Canberra with the Blue 
Knights and riding to Goulburn to join in with the main group who’d come from 
Sydney. This ride was to honour the memory of Police officers who had died in 
the line of duty and the service at the National Police Memorial by the Lake was 
very poignant. 

See you at OPH on Saturday 22nd October… 

 

Jen Woods 
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Executive Committee Reports  

Snr Vice President’s Report 
Thank you to the members present at our AGM for your vote of confidence in 
returning me to the committee for another year. I really enjoy my involvement 
in this organisation and would strongly encourage people to come along to the 
meetings. It is a very friendly atmosphere and each moth there is a new face or 
two to add to the conversations and ideas. 
I’d really like to encourage those reading this to talk about the work the MRA is 
doing to raise the profile and awareness of motorcycling in the community. 
There is a dedicate band of people who work tirelessly putting together city-
wide events like Motorcycle Awareness Week – lead and guided by Jen Woods 
and Peter Major. 
Invite your family and friends to participate in the events. While the ‘rides’ are 
orientated toward riders, events such as the Ride for Remembrance also 
embraces the family and friends of those who have lost their lives on the road to 
honour them at the ceremony in Garema Place. 
BikeFest is another event for your family and friends. There is plenty to see and 
do with demonstrations and events, live music, displays and stalls. It is a great 
way for the members of the wider community to see that we are just ordinary 
people doing what we consider to be ordinary things – our passion for 
motorcycling. 
And, tell people to watch out got ‘Joe Rider’ during 22-30 October so they can 
enter the competition for a great prize. 
Details of all the events are in this newsletter and on the website 
www.mraact.org.au 
 
Leen Parsons 
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Executive Committee Reports  

Vice President’s Report 

I was fortunate to attend breakfast with Jen Woods 
on the Tuesday morning following the MP and 
Senators Ride. 

It was really interesting to listen to Shaun Lennard 
update us about the important work being carried out 
by the Australian Motorcycle Council. He is obviously 
very passionate about getting the messages about 
riding and road safety across all levels of the 
community.  And I was thrilled to meet Greg Hirst 
from the Christian Brotherhood.  A fellow MRA 
member, Gordon White, used to be the Director of 
CHRISTian mini bike camps in Sydney some 30 years 
ago.  Gordon used to invite Greg to visit the camps 
because he wanted the kids to hear about Greg's 
experiences and to know that it was ok to be a 
CHRISTian, and a biker! 
It was obvious that those who participated in the MP 
and Senators Ride on Monday thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves!  Greg also complimented Bronwyn 
Bishop for her courage and tenacity for getting on the 
back of a sports bike!  It was interesting for me that 
Greg also apologised to Bronwyn because he had  

previously held an impression of her political persona, 
and that he was delighted to see that she genuinely 
enjoyed being pillioned and that she embraced the 
atmosphere surrounding the MP and Senators Ride.  I 
think that was a very significant comment. 
Ian Patterson, President of the Ulysses Club Canberra 
Branch, also made mention at the Branch Meeting on 
Tuesday evening, that both Peter Arday and he had 
participated in the MP and Senators Ride, and that 
they had really enjoyed the experience. 
But the star I believe goes to Anders from Eurotune, 
who did a terrific charcole sketch of Shaun and Greg 
while they spoke.  Anders was undecided as to 
whether he would auction the sketch, or hang it at 
Eurotune for all to admire! 
Julie Owen who was introduced to motorbikes by her 
father at the grand age of 4, and David Hawker (ex 
Speaker of the House) a recent inductee, were very 
honest and forthcoming about their love of riding and 
their riding experiences.   

Imagine the support the motorcycle community 
would receive with 'in-house' encouragement for a 
"Riders on the Hill" group!  It was suggested… 

Trish Holdsworth 
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A Positive Outcome for  Parking at the Edmond Barton Building 

I just wanted to make sure that the MRA and the motorcycling community were aware of the change in motorcycle 
parking over near AFP HQ in Barton around Edmund Barton Building (EBB) 

Some time ago I was lobbying ACT Roads about motorcycle parking in this area. The TAMS contact who deals with 
motorcycling parking advised me that once all the construction work around EBB was complete, he would ensure 
that the first small parking bay along Broughton St (this runs behind EBB, has the Ottoman Restaurant on the corner) 
would be returned to Motorcycle Parking only. 

Not only has this small bay (5-8 bikes) been re-assigned to a 'Motorcycle Parking Only' zone; the adjacent larger bay 
has also been allocated to motorcycle parking! 

There is enough room now in these 2 bays, to hold between 20-25 bikes in total, depending on how well they park. 
This is a really good outcome, and I expect these parking bays to be full once the weather starts to warm up. 

The original surveys for bike parking at AFP National HQ, indicated that a maximum number of between 50 and 60 
bikes per day would require parking at the new headquarters. The AFP have allocated 15 basement spaces for motor-
cycles, so with the addition of 20-25 along Broughton St and another 20 free marked bays in the pay car park behind 
the Ottoman Restaurant that’s between 55 & 60 spots in the immediate area –a great result for all motorcyclists that 
work in this area of Barton.  

Could be publicised in the MRA newsletter, so that all motorcyclists who work near EBB are aware of the amount of 
new free parking spaces? 

Down the track, it would great to progress the fitting of those anti-theft bars that the ACT Government have installed 
in some motorcycling parking areas. It would be a good news story for the AFP in anti-theft measures, and I am sure 
we could get something happening when the authorities see the use the motorcycle parking will get. 

Cheers 
Dave (Gosling1) 



 

Committee Member  

and Triathlon Support Co-ordinator 

The MRA ACT’s AGM is now 1/12th into its new term! 
Thanks to Trish for taking on the VP role. Once again, 
thanks to Dave Payne for doing the AGM’s Returning 
Officers  duties. 

Trish is “behind the scenes” with the artistic and word 
scripting of our MRA ACT website! I think things are a 
little busy for her with the learning curve – and she is 
coping admirably!  

For the third consecutive year, thanks to the 
continuing energy of Jen and the team, we have putt 
together Motorcycle Awareness Week for the ACT. 
This time, it will be at a new venue with different 
surroundings and activities. We welcome and 
encourage your thoughts and contributions to make 
this event the success we hope for. There is much to 
do and we really need some hands on deck to assist 
with the multitude of activities. Many helpers are 
needed to share the load.  

Remember “One’s Not Enough” is still on exhibition at 
the Canberra Museum and Gallery on London Cct until 
20 November and contains many unique and rare 

examples of (pre)historic motorcycles belonging to 
private collectors and riders Peter & Ann Toet.... 

The Council of ACT Motor Clubs is again hosting 
“Marques in the Park” at John Knight Park in 
Belconnen (behind Lake Ginninderra College) on 
Sunday 13 November. It would be great to have a 
motorcycle presence at this event.  It is another great 
opportunity to showcase the strong motorcycle 
fraternity we have in the ACT, whilst also engaging 
with like minded enthusiasts and public. I have 
informally extended invites to other Clubs to join us. 

In the last newsletter, I mentioned the MRA’s support 

for the Triathlon ACT’s events by providing bike & 

rider for their on-road events. Sadly, to date, few have 

contacted me to advise availability. The TACT 2011/12 

calendar lists 8 events requiring 25 riders in total. I ask 

for potential riders to contact me for a contact list so 

that we can continue to assist these activities, and 

also draw (financial) credit from our involvement. 

David Ault 
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Every year the Motorcycle Riders Association of the ACT (MRA ACT) brings 
together motorcyclists and the general community to raise awareness of 
motorcyclists on the road and to introduce the broader community to the 
benefits and fun of motorcycling. 
  
The aims of the week are:  
1.                     Rider survival – being a vulnerable road user you are exposed to 
the vagaries of your fellow road users, the elements, and the environment 
within which you are travelling.  The week reinforces the need for riders to take 
responsibility for their own survival, by developing their Roadcraft knowledge 
by undertaking training to enhance their riding craft and emergency drills.  In 
addition the week promotes good risk management and wearing appropriate 
protective clothing when riders are operating their motorcycles. 
2.                     Community Awareness – the week has many activities that put 
motorcycling and motorcyclists in front of the community to raise the profile of 
motorcycling and to introduce the broader community to the benefits 
motorcycling e.g. sustainable transport, exercise/fitness, cost savings. 

Motorcycle Awareness Week 
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Our major rider awareness campaign during  

Motorcycle Awareness Week  

(22 October – 30th October)  

is called  

Joe Rider 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The campaign is about raising awareness of riders on our roads by 
other road users.  

This is to remind all road users that they share the road and must ride 
having consideration of other vehicles of all types.  

‘JOE Rider’ is represented by many riders wearing a hi-visibility vest 
with the word ‘JOE’ on the back.  

Joe will ride all during the week, most times of the day, and other road 
users are asked to spot JOE.  

If a road user does spot JOE, we ask that they email the place and 
time, their name and a phone number, to Joe.Rider@internode.on.net 

to go in the draw to win a prize of a Balloon Flight over Canberra. 

The underlying effect we want to ensure that people watch for 
motorcycles and scooters. 

mailto:Joe.Rider@internode.on.net
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Meet  

2011/12 MRA Committee 
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President - Jen Woods 

 

 

I’ve been a member of the MRA ACT for quite a few years – for a 
lot of the time I’ve been riding which is about 13 years.  I was a 
“silent” member for many years – too busy riding – then slowly 
came to understood the issues that riders face and decided to see 
if I could do a bit more to effect change. I ride a Yamaha XVS 650 
and love being out of the city with my tent on the back of the bike, 
heading for a new adventure. 

 

 

 

Senior Vice President - Kathleen (Leen) Parsons 

I started riding mini-bikes at the ripe old age of 11; got my L's in 1976 and had my 
bike licence before my car licence. I learnt to ride in the bush on XL250 and  
progressed to a CB450. After two kids, I had a CJ250 then another child in 1989; that 
was it. I returned to riding in 2003 on a CB750, upgrade to CBR1000 and then 
CBR1100 which I currently ride. At my first Ulysses meeting (as a Junior Member) I 
was told lobbying was done by the MRA and Ulysses was a social group. I rode with 
Ulysses for some time, developing my own riding networks. 
I joined the MRA ACT in 2004 and have held a couple positions on the committee for 
six years. I had been the, Toy Run and Blanket Run co-ordinator for four years.  

I've represented MRA ACT at the last two Australian Motorcycle Council AGM and 
Conference and I am now editor of The Inside Line 

 

Vice President  - Trish Holdsworth 

I started riding back in the days before protective clothing and hel-
mets.....  A lifetime later .... I started 'riding' and joined the MRA and 
Ulysses as a 'junior' member.   
I discovered it's almost like falling off a bike.  And, yes, I have done 
that too!  But I didn't give up! 
My first bike was a GPX.   My next bike was a Pagster and was a little 
more tame to suit my new defensive respect for what  
CAN happen. I learned a lot on that bike even though I know I'd find 
it extremely underwhelming these days. One sad day on the Clyde it 
went to that great scrap heap in the sky. Since then I've had a 250 
cruiser, an ER-5, a GT650, and my current  bike is an XJ6S. All good 
experience. 

I know a whole lot about riding now that I didn't when I started like, bikers are always willing to help each other, 
and have a chat, that experience and sound advice is paramount for learners, that riding is NOT two wheeled driv-
ing (there's a whole lot more to it), that Tassie is a great place to go on a riding holiday, that MotoGP bikes go way 
faster in real life than on your television, that after owning 6 bikes I still have a lot to learn, and that the motorcy-
cling life is fun. :-) 

 



Meet the 2011/12 MRA Committee 
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Secretary - Nicky Hussey    

 

I've held my bike licence for 20 years (nearly half my life!), starting off on 
'little wheels' (Vespas and Lambrettas) in the UK and migrating to big 
wheels (Ducati Monster) when I arrived in Australia 12 years ago. I love 
to tour and have shipped my Ducati to the UK for the Isle of Man 100th 
anniversary TT races, ridden up the Himalayas on a Royal Enfield, and am 
currently returning from riding my Vespa across the Nullarbor to  

Fremantle. I was a member of the Motorcycle Acton Group whilst living 
in England and am happy to be doing my (small) bit towards improving 
riders' rights in the ACT by being on the committee of MRA. 

 

 

Treasurer - Sylvia Sinfield 

I have been riding approximately five years, and my current ride is a 
600cc Honda Silverwing. I love the friendship that riding brings and 
day trips in our local area with stops for coffee and a chance to 
chat.  Weekend trips which can take you a little further and also this 
year a trip to Tasmania with 5 other MRA members. 

But I also love riding by myself on long trips where you can go at your 
own pace and stop to see things whenever you like. Two trips I par-
ticularly liked were to Adelaide for a reunion where I went via Hay 
and came home round the coast, taking the ferry at Queenscliff 
(which bypassed Melbourne).  The second was to Coffs Harbour via 
Bathurst, Mudgee, Tamworth, Armidale and the Waterfall Way, and 
home via the coast with a stay in Port Macquarie with fiends. In the 
three years I have had my Silverwing I have done 36,000 ks and only 
24,000ks in my car so you can see I prefer to ride my bike if I can. 

 

Committee Member - David Ault 

Records indicate that I first joined the MRA in 15 October 1999; – 
that would be about the time I came back to live in Canberra after 
living and running a farm at Murrumbateman. Since then, I have be-
come more aware of the plight of road going motorcycle users and 
am passionate about furthering the cause and safety for motorcycle 
riders.  

I have really enjoyed the last 11 years with the MRA, and working 
with the Committee in particular. Looking back, we have accom-
plished a lot – especially after nearly folding early this millennium!  

The first bike I rode was a Honda 50 step-thru that my father bought 
about 1970. After that, I purchased a  Kawasaki 100cc 2 stroke, dual 
range in 1973. (It didn’t go much further than around the back  

yard in circles.) Since then I have owned a couple of others, a road registered Honda XL 185s and a Suzuki 750 
Vtwin cruiser. My latest road and trail acquisition is a Kawasaki “Sherpa” 250cc air-cooled, 4stroke single (like the 
XT Yamaha’s).But I must say, my (mostly) reliable Scorpa 125 Trials bike is my preferred play toy! 



The MP and Senators Ride 
2011 
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It was a beautiful morning as I rode to Parliament House 
on an early Monday morning in September. I was grate-
ful for the good weather as I parked my bike in front of 
the main entrance. The obligatory photos of bikes and 
riders posing in front of the House were taken, as about 
30 riders arrived to join the group. The reason for the 
ride – the second annual MPs and Senators Ride (the 
“Pollies Ride”) was about to commence. This ride is or-
ganised by Shaun Lennard of the Australian Motorcycle 
Council, and Greg Hirst of the Brotherhood Christian Mo-
torcycle Club, and is aimed to draw attention to the fact 
that riders come from all walks of life. Politicians came 
down from the House to have a chat and see what we 
were doing – a couple were coming along as pillions. 
These included the feisty but beaming Bronwyn Bishop 
(who announced she knew Animal as part of her riding 
CV) who was looking forward to being a pillion on 
Shaun’s Kawasaki 1000. Luke Hartsuyker, Rob Mitchell, 
Jane Prentice, Warren Truss, David Hawker, Tony Crook, 
Julie Owens were among those riding with us.  

The many media reps were addressed by Shaun who 
made the point that with nearly 1 million (including on 
and off road) riders across Australia we are a significant 
number and cannot (must not) be ignored in policy and 

planning decisions. The ride, led by experienced Canber-
ra rider Peter Arday, wound through the busy Monday 
morning peak hour traffic, through Woden and onto 
morning tea at Robbos HD in Fyshwick. Those pollies 
who’d been pillions were grinning from ear to ear as 
they lined up for their coffee.  Bronwyn Bishop is the 
only woman I know who can go for a ride, and not suffer 
helmet hair – I swear her hair hadn’t moved at all!   

Tuesday morning was another early start as I met with 
others at 6.30 to have breakfast with those same politi-
cians and others to discuss riding and road safety issues 
across Australia. Shaun talked about the important work 
being done by the Australian Motorcycle Council  and 
Greg discussed the public perception of riders and how it 
was clear that riders are from every walk of life and 
should not be discriminated against. Julie Owens and 
David Hawker (ex Speaker of the House who had ridden 
from Melbourne especially for the ride) discussed their 
love of riding and experience as motorcyclists. You never 
know, we could see some riders from the big house 
around town - there was a suggestion that motorcyclists 
in Parliament House should form a SIG and the name 
“Riders on the Hill” was bandied around.   

Jen Woods 



A Motorcycle Ride with Alistair Coe MLA  
Liberal spokesman on Transport 
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Introduction 

Many months ago the President Jen Woods and the 
Road Safety Officer Pete Major of MRA ACT had the 
opportunity to meet with Mr Alistair Coe Liberal 
Member for Ginninderra and Mr Jeremy Hanson Liberal 
Member for Molonglo and discuss a range of issues 
impacting motorcycling and motorcyclists in the 
Canberra region.  Issues like inappropriate barrier 
choices by Roads ACT, road maintenance practices that 
disadvantage powered two wheeled vehicles and a raft 
of other critical areas.  

One of the outcomes of the meeting was an offer to take 
Mr Coe (Alistair) and Mr Hanson (Jeremy) for a ride 
around the ACT demonstrating the problems faced by 
riders.  Thus after many months of diary alignment 
problems only Alistair was in a position to take up the 
opportunity. 

So the scene has been set and Alistair turned up at the 
Legislative Assembly (LA) at 0930 on the 30th September 
2011 for the ride. 

The Ride 

As with all well laid plans for a bike ride the weather 
turned to “custard”; it was wet, cold and absolutely 
miserable when Jen and I arrived at the Legislative 
Assembly to pick up Alistair.  We got there around 10 
past 9 so we had a chance to do the final plans for the 
route and discuss whether we should press ahead.  So 
when Alistair arrived we offered him the choice “Wimp 
Out J” or come for a ride.  Well to Alistair’s credit 
without a pause he said “I’m here for the ride”, now in 
my opinion that takes guts, as you have Canberra roads 
that are not the best, Canberra drivers on wet day are 
the worst, couple that with an old guy with a grey beard 
going to put you on the back of his bike and ride you 

around to some of the hot spots impacting motorcyclists 
around the ACT.  I think having Jen there made him less 
wary, the calming effect of a mature woman. 

So while Alistair geared up we discussed the route and a 
few pre-ride instructions that way he gets back safely 
and I don’t have to pay any dry-cleaning bills. 

The route we took was out of the LA, around London 
Circuit, up Northborne Ave where the cracks in the road 
and proud bitumen joining strip on the new sections 
adversely impacted vehicle control, to the Barton 
Highway, left up the Barton Highway and left onto the 
Gungahlin Drive Extension (GDE) where we stopped to 
discuss a number of points: Firstly the barrier system 
chosen Wire Rope Barriers (WRB), the lack of escape 
routes if forced off the road given these barriers flank 
the road in most places; Secondly the W-Beam or Armco 
that in one place had the C-Section facing in the wrong 
direction and the threat posed by the space below the 
beam; thirdly we looked at the speed limit given both 
lanes were open no workers were present nor work was 
being done, and yet the posted limit was still 60kph on a 
double fly buy weekend and there was heavy police 
enforcement on Friday  

Being well behaved Jen and I maintained the posted limit 
as long as we could before the traffic flow made that 
hazardous so we up the speed to stay with the traffic. 

From the GDE we headed down to Lady Denman Drive to 
show the problems we face with the positioning of 
cyclist’s convenience handles (near the Scrivener Dam) 
and the way the road surface is polishing up making it 
hazardous in wet conditions.  We also noted the grooves 
in the road where the “Spray and Pray” resurfacing 
technique just plasters over cracks often exacerbating 
road deformities. 

From Lady Denman drive we turned right onto the 
Cotter road then left onto McCulloch St into Curtin.  This 
gave us the opportunity to demonstrate the ill-advised 
placement of some of the road signs, in this case a 
chevron sign that encroaches into the lane at the second 
Morgan Cr roundabout, it also highlighted the road 
deformities cause by large vehicle making the surface 
hazardous for two wheeled vehicles.  We then turn left 
on Carruthers St before taking a right hand turn onto 
Yarra Glen, again we could demonstrate the large area of 
surface missing and the inappropriate placement of a 
cyclist’s convenience handle on the down ramp. 

We headed toward Woden and took the large 
roundabout up onto Melrose Drive, which gave us the 
opportunity to highlight the shoddy work done by Roads  



A Motorcycle Ride with Alistair Coe MLA  
continued 
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ACT in grinding away a large channel in the road while 
implementing a Black Spot treatment jointly designed by 
the Australian College of Road Safety (ACT) and the MRA 
ACT.  A defect that took strong action by the MRA ACT 
and the riders of the ACT to get rectified (only somewhat 
though -  I’m still not 100% satisfied with the outcome). 

Turning left down Launceston St off Melrose Drive, we 
had the opportunity to highlight the    extremely 
hazardous road surface treatment in the area from the 
Irving Street junction down to the Callam Street junction 
on Launceston Street.  The road surface is hazardous to 
all but 4 wheeled vehicles, even pedestrians twist their 
ankles on the degraded surface. 

We exited Launceston Street, turning right onto Yarra 
Glenn, passed the hospital then left onto another horror 
stretch Hindmarsh Drive. Hindmarsh Drive has some of 
the worse surface deformities of all the “tracks” in the 
ACT.  Motorcycles are deviated from their course by 
grooves, ruts and slick surfaces when they head up and 
over Mt Mugga Mugga (for those that didn’t know) with 
even more degraded surface as you head down the 
other side.  This area is a black spot more so from the 
lack of street lights than anything else and the site of the 
first point to point revenue raisers.  Funnily enough the 
MRA ACT has questioned why that section of road is 
zoned at 80kph because if it was maintained 
appropriately, with adequate street lights it would be 
safe to traverse at 100kph.  We were advised there has 
been consideration of raising the limit  (but then they 
wouldn’t  get enough revenue to pay for the new 
cameras). 

We turned off Hindmarsh, left along Jerrabomberra Ave 
onto Sturt Ave, identifying the failing surface and low 
adhesion points caused by lack of or inappropriate road 
treatments.  Traversing the large roundabout at Kingston 
we headed along Wentworth Ave, where we identified a 
man-hole cover on the exit of the roundabout that will 
deflect the wheels of a motorcycle and potentially cause 
a crash.  Wentworth Ave a great stretch of degraded 
pavement displaying a total lack of maintenance.  I’ve 
heard of greening the ACT but I don’t believe this should 
be achieved by growing grass through the cracks in the 
road as it happening in many stretches of Wentworth 
Ave as well as other roads around the ACT (e.g. 
Gundaroo Drive Palmerston). 

We then got onto Bowen Drive and extension of 
Wentworth Ave exiting the province of the ACT Govt. 
and into the NCA’s neck of the woods as we passed 
under Kings Ave.  This corner would be deemed a traffic 
hazard and condemned in most civilized communities 

but in the ACT we have to put up with it.  During the day 
its survivable, even the wet is only somewhat nervy, but 
at night and in the wet that section of road from the 
Kings Ave overpass up to the roundabout onto King 
Edwards Terrace is bordering on lethal.  Apart from the 
lumps and bumps and road width changes King Edwards 
Terrace didn’t highlight any major defects.  We looped 
around from King Edwards Terrace via Flynn Drive and 
up onto Commonwealth Ave where we had “fun” 
negotiating the traffic from Floriade.  We then exited left 
down the London Cct loop on-ramp identifying another 
manhole cover in the middle of the lane as you exit onto 
London Cct proper.  From there it was a quick flit back to 
the LA and the end of the actual ride. 

Coffee and a Chat 

After getting out of all his riding gear Alistair, Jen and I 
headed over to Tosellini’s for a well-earned coffee and a 
chat about the ride.  Jen pointed out that riding is about 
risk management and road craft something that is not 
instilled into other road using members of the 
community and the need for broader education in these 
skills.  We discussed the need to have motorcycles and 
motorcycling as an entity in any transport strategy rather 
than just lumped in as “half a car” as this will underpin 
how Road authorities choose their maintenance 
techniques and types and style of barriers they deploy 
among many other facets of a holistic road treatment 
strategy.  Alistair raised the issue that powered road 
users were being discriminated against by current 
government policy as the existing public transport 
infrastructure is borderline pathetic if you have to 
traverse Canberra to go to work or work in one of the 
less serviced regions.  We also covered that poor 
communications employed by the authorities in getting 
updates and information on Road rules out to road 
users, and the need for a level of competency depended 
on the amount of road use a vehicle operator has.  Even 
basic road rule knowledge should be instilled with 
appropriate testing at all levels and ages as this forms 
part of basic survival training. 

After about an hour and half chatting and discussing 
many issues Jen and I believe we have gotten the 
message across and hopefully there will be a better 
focus on transport issues in the ACT where motorcycling 
is treated as a positive contributor to the environment 
and any transport strategy in its own right.  

 

Peter Major 
1st October 2011 



 

Item 1: Welcome and declare meeting open 
The President welcomed everybody and the meeting commenced at 19:42. 
 
Item 2: Apologies 
Robyn Major. Leo Farrelly, Malcolm Stewart 
 
Item 3: New members and visitors 
Graham - Spyder rider, was MRA social co-ordinator back in 1992 – welcome back! 
Vicky – has BMWs & a Guzzi – runs Mountains to Coast motorcycle tours and rentals. 
Suzi & Greg - see last minutes! Welcome back also!! 
Paul – rides an FJR (“you won't find a better bike”!). 
Ricky - been a member for a while – first meeting. 
 
Item 4: Call for non-financial members to renew their membership 
No non-financial members were present. 
 
Item 5: Final call for nominations for Committee positions 
No final nominations were received. 
 
Item 6: Minutes of the previous General Meeting 
The minutes of the August meeting were accepted by Steve Robson and seconded by Sylvia 
Sinfield.  There was no business arising from the previous meeting's minutes. 
 
Item 7: Executive Committee monthly reports  
 
President – as per newsletter.  Jen thanked the current committee for all their work – it has been 
a busy year, but lots more to do! 
We received the draft of the ACT Road Strategy 2011-2020 last week.  Peter Major has done a 
good, comprehensive response (provided at meeting), to be sent tomorrow.  Any last minute 
comments welcome. 
There was discussion about the ACT legislation requiring motorcycle helmets and other headgear 
etc. to be removed at service stations etc.  
 
Senior Vice-President – as per newsletter.  Leen appreciates having being involved with other 
groups promoting motorcycling (e.g. RANT and going to AMC GM for second time).   She is very 
encouraged and enthused by their work. 
Vice-President - as per newsletter. 
 
Treasurer – Report accepted by Peter Major and seconded by Blair Dormer. 
There was not much activity in August, but big pile of membership fees have come in since. 
The payment to Patricks Market was for the Toy Run badges. 
 
Secretary – as per newsletter. 
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Item 8: Project Manager status reports 
 
Road Safety – Peter Major reported lots of feedback regarding wire rope barriers (WRBs).  The 
MRA have been actively canvassing the Opposition & Greens about this and hope to reverse ACT 
government's stance on them.  Peter has a meeting soon with the Opposition Transport Minister. 
 
A recent win resulting from MRA action is that the Gungahlin Drive Extension (GDE) roadworks are 
being swept more frequently to remove gravel etc. 
 
There is a Road Users Group (RUG) meeting this Thursday and a MUG meeting on the following 
Monday, therefore lots on currently. 
 
Black Spot – The Blackspot Committee is moving ahead, but the ACT does not have enough statis-
tics to warrant them a Black Spot treatment, except at roundabouts. 
 
Social Rides and Functions – Peter Major said that this Sunday the social ride will be to Jamberoo.  
It will be Robyn Major's last one.  She is stepping back as she feels her eyesight degrading slightly. 
 
MASTERS Courses – Terry Butters is also stepping down, Jen Woods reported.  The last course will 
run this month.  The MRA will apply for more funding at the start of next year to enable further 
courses to take place. 
 
Ride 'n' Thrive – HART will run a Ride 'n' Thrive course on 19th - 20th Nov.  Please consider coming 
along!  It focuses on thinking and planning whilst you ride (risk management).  Peter Major recom-
mended this to everyone.  It comprises a 1 day, 8 hour course, and you will cover 300km.  Phil 
Boyle said that Australia Post put their staff through it every 2 years – it is a very good course. 
 
Triathlon – David Ault reported that there will be 8 events this coming summer needing 25 riders.  
If you are interested in helping with this, please email him regarding your availability rather than 
him chasing volunteers! The activity is not overly onerous (for the motorcycle riders, that is!). 
 
Major Events: 
Motorcycle Awareness Week (MAW) 
Č There will be no AFP escort because of a UK royal visit. Pete stated that we can manage up to 

150 people without an escort (and have done so in the past). 
Č The ACT Government is supporting us via TV and Cinema advertisements, plus messages on 

their variable notice boards. 
Č There was a MAW Committee Meeting before this General Meeting – everything is on track. 
Č MAW Launch – muster as Old Parliament House as usual for Ride of Remembrance followed by 

the launch (Garema Place). 
Č Liz de Rome's talk @ Hellenic Club, Moore Street, City on the Tuesday – please respond to the 

invitation if you'd like to attend (contact Jen Woods if you want a copy). Jen has been pushing 
the e-invitations out. 
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Toy Run 2011 
Č As soon as MAW over, we will advertise this! 
Č You can pre-buy badges (but you still need to turn up on the day!). 
 
Capital Rally 2011 and 2012 
Jen Woods acknowledged Helen and Phil – she thanked them for coming along to the 
meeting and for all their hard work over the years organising the rally.  She encouraged oth-
ers at the meeting to volunteer their help for the 2012 event. 
 
Phil reported that he cannot do the catering next year, nor can Malcolm.  Kathleen Parsons 
and Jen volunteered, Jen to contact Helen!  The assistance required is more about transport / 
logistics – much beer, bread, many sausages and eggs to be taken to the campsite. 
 
Item 9: Website 
Trish Holdsworth is still progressing this.  Photos, ride reports etc. are welcome from mem-
bers. 
 
Item 10: Other Business 
Č The Wall to Wall arrives in Canberra next Saturday. 
Č The Australian Motorcycle Council (AMC) annual subs are due in the amount of $300. They 

are increasing their activities, e.g. via the MPs and Senators ride next week. 
Č Jen Woods moved to approve this subs payment. 
Č This was seconded by Peter Major and agreed at the meeting. 
Č Annual General Meeting Returning Officer. 
Č Jen Woods proposed Dave Payne as returning officer. 
Č This was seconded by Gordon White. 
 
Item 11: Annual General Meeting commences 
The Annual General Meeting commenced. 
 
Item 12: Close Annual General Meeting and return to General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting closed. 
 
Item 13: Declare General Meeting closed 
The General Meeting was declared closed at 20:29. 



Item 1: Welcome all FINANCIAL members and declare meeting open 
The President welcomed everybody and the Annual General Meeting commenced. 
 
Item 2: Apologies 
See General Meeting minutes. 
 
Item 3: New members and visitors 
See General Meeting minutes. 
 
Item 4: Minutes of previous Annual General Meeting held 14th September, 2010 
The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were accepted and seconded. 
 
Item 5: Executive Committee annual reports 

Treasurer – the Treasurer's report was handed out by Sylvia Sinfield.  The annual accounts were also handed out.  
These have been approved by the auditor but not certified yet. 

Sylvia reported that there was one more payment for Capital Rally drinks due to Phil  Boyle that did not come out of 
10/11 accounts. Also, Sylvia and Terry Butters differ slightly regarding MASTERS funding, but this will be sorted soon. 

The MRA is in a good financial position. 

The report was accepted by Indra Silins and seconded by Peter Gregg. 

Other Executive Committee members' reports - see General Meeting minutes. 
 
Item 6: Project Manager annual status reports 

Membership Secretary – Sylvia Sinfield handed out the Membership Secretary's report. 

Other Project Managers' reports – see General Meeting minutes. 
 
Item 7: Executive Committee stands down and Returning Officer presides 
Dave Payne made the following introduction to the Annual General Meeting: 
He has been a member for 16 years and has served on the Committee and as a project manager for various portfolios.  
There have been lots of great rides and he has seen a lot of changes to the Association in that time.  Much good work 
has been done on the political front too. 
 
Item 8: Election of office bearers 
Dave Payne stated that it is the Returning Officer's job to return new Executive Committee.  Nominations have been 
received for all Executive Committee positions plus a Committee Member, who will liaise between Committee and the 
Association's membership. 
No-one contested any of the positions, therefore no voting was required.  The Executive Committee for the next 12 
months will be: 

Dave Payne congratulated the new Executive Committee.  Jen Woods thanked Dave for being Returning Officer again. 
 
Item 9: New Executive Committee takes office 
The new Executive Committee took office. 
 
Item 10: Other business 
See General Meeting minutes. 
 
Item 11: Return to General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting closed and returned to the General Meeting. 
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President: Jen Woods Senior Vice-President: Kathleen Parsons 

Vice-President: Trish Holdsworth Treasurer: Sylvia Sinfield 

Secretary: Nicky Hussey Committee Member: David Ault 
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 Intermediate Course 22/9/11  
It very common that Stay Upright is thought to only teach learner courses, this is not true we run a very wide range 
of course available to motorcycle riders. All our courses are run by professional and experienced instructors to 
ensure you get the best result possible in a no pressure environment.  

Yes we do the learner courses however in total we offer 11 different courses here in the ACT, from learner’s right 
up to our Advanced 1.  I am going to chat about one of courses we offer. 

Intermediate Roadcraft course.  

This course is aimed at riders to do soon after doing their Lic training or riders who are looking to do the advanced 
1 but would like to gain a little more confidence first. 

The intermediate roadcraft course is exactly that, it is a course which does some circuit training and some road 
training all in the same day. The aim is to give you some skills on the circuit and then you get to go onto the road 
and put them into practice. 

The course structure is we kick off with a talk on posture (one of the most common areas that cause problems) 

Then we head over to the Fairbairn circuit and after a few sighting laps we get into the next activity. 

Braking and gear selection, this exercise is to start getting riders to get into the habit of using gears and brakes 
when slowing the motorcycle. The main purpose of this exercise is using the brakes to slow and keeping the bike in 
the right gear so if acceleration is needed, you can. 

Then the course moves into a counter steering and throttle control activity, this exercise is to help riders 
understand the concept of how counter steering works and how important it is  to use  the throttle and how using 
the throttle with handlebars can help us steer the bike through curves and avoid obstacles on the road 

Braking is next, and a vital skill to have as it is a very common area riders rarely practice quick stops until they have 
to and then ends badly. So whilst in a controlled environment you can get a chance to practice stopping quickly. 

Then we get in cornering, this exercise is give the riders the opportunity put into practice what they had just 
learned.  We also touch on “lines” in this activity. This exercise really gives riders a go at putting it all together in an 
area without oncoming vehicles.   

After a lunch break the next session is in the classroom where we have a discussion on how we think about what 
we do on the road, we get into a discussion where if you have had a scare or situation on the road and not sure 
why it happened then this is your chance to ask a professional what happened and analyse to help prevent it 
happening again. 

A brief road safety talk, and were on the road. 

Whilst on the road the aim is to really get riders to think about things differently, it also gives everyone on the 
course the opportunity to follow the instructor and see firsthand some roadcraft, also putting the skills they have 
learned and use them with the mental skills they had just discussed.  There is no requirement for anyone to lead 
however if they would like to be followed and have some feedback given that is also possible.  

This course is all about being in a no pressure environment where you are able to learn at your own pace, no test, 
just learning to be a safer rider. 

At the completion of the course a review is done and certificates are issued. 
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Saturday 22 October - Ride for Remembrance - Form Up 09:00 for 10:00 – Old Parliament 

House. Ride into Civic using a similar route to other runs.  In Garema Place there will be a Roll Call and 
brief service. (Please submit names for the Roll Call to Peter Major)   
 

Saturday 22 October - Launch of Motorcycle Awareness Week - 11:00 to 12:00 

– Intro to the week, Official Launch by the Minister (or representative) a few theme speeches, Launch of 
Joe Rider, Outline of all the activities for the week. 
 

Sunday 23 October -  Pink Ribbon Ride by Girls on the Move (Got’M) - All details available 

from Girls on the Move http://www.girlsonthemove.com.au  
 

Tuesday 25 October - Protection Against Injury or Just the Weather - 18:30 for 19:00 at 

the Hellenic Club in Moore Street Civic.  This is Liz’s presentation of all her finding from the Gear Study.  
This study is world leading research into the effectiveness of protective clothing for motorcyclists.   
 

Friday 28 October - Bikers’ Breakfast and Coffee - 7:30 to 9:00 Federation Centenary 

Fountain, East Lawn on King Edward Terrace (opposite Questacon) Catering by the Vietnam Veterans 
Federation, and a fresh coffee van. 
 

Friday 28 October - Ride to Work Day -  there are over 13,000 registered motorcycles in the 

ACT. Ride to breakfast or ride to work or both! 
 

Saturday 29 October - Poker Run by Vietnam Vets MC Federation - Fund raising for Canberra 

and Cooma Hospitals - call Groaner on 0422-267-257, or email pokerrun@vvmcfederal.com.au. For 

updated details go to http://www.vvmcfederal.com.au  

 

Sunday 30 October Bike Fest - Exhibition Park in Canberra (EPIC) 
alongside the Veteran Vintage and Classic Motorcycle Club ACT massive Swap Meet 

Trade stalls, AFP display, live music, gymkhana events, Show n Shine, club 
displays, Trails events, Prizes, food and coffee 

 

Joe Rider competition will run all week—spot Joe and go into the draw for a great prize. 

 
Details of other events will be emailed as they come to hand.  

Remember, if your club has an activity coming up; let the MRA ACT know so we can support you.  
If you would like to be added to our contact list just let us know. 

 
Rec Riding keep your eyes on  http://actmcc.com/pages/calendar/2011calendar.html 

mailto:pokerrun@vvmcfederal.com.au
http://www.vvmcfederal.com.au
http://actmcc.com/pages/calendar/2011calendar.html
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October 2011  

 
Tuesday 11 Oct - MRA ACT  General Meeting come along and have your say about how we can improve 
motorcycling in the ACT. The MRA meets at the Harmonie Club at Narrabundah with the meeting starting at 19:30 
and dinner and a chat starting at about 18:30. 
 
Friday 14 to Sunday 16 Oct - Moto GP Phillip Island - NB - no Discovery Ride on 15 Oct; no Social Ride on 16 Oct as 
Peter and Robyn will be at the GP 

 

22 to 30 Oct 2011— Motorcycle Awareness Week 2011  Details on previous page 

 
November 2011  

 

Saturday 5 Nov - Discovery Ride led by Rob - meeting at Robbo's Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is 
tailored to the needs of the group and is paced at the speed of the slowest rider. It is to introduce new and 
returning riders or riders looking for a no pressure ride to riding in a group environment and promotes road craft 
and rider safety 
 
Tuesday 8 Nov - MRA ACT  General Meeting come along and have your say about how we can improve 
motorcycling in the ACT. The MRA meets at the Harmonie Club at Narrabundah with the meeting starting at 19:30 
and dinner and a chat starting at about 18:30. 
 
Saturday 19 Nov - Discovery Ride - meeting at Robbo's Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is tailored 
to the needs of the group and is paced at the speed of the slowest rider. It is to introduce new and returning riders 
or riders looking for a no pressure ride to riding in a group environment and promotes roadcraft and rider safety 
 
Sunday 20 Nov – Social Ride TBA    
 
Ride n Thrive—19 & 20 November 2011 
http://www.hondampe.com.au/repository/motorcycles/training_licensing/special-courses/ride-thrive.aspx 

 
December 2011  

 

Saturday [date] - Discovery Ride led by Rob - meeting at Robbo's Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is 
tailored to the needs of the group and is paced at the speed of the slowest rider. It is to introduce new and 
returning riders or riders looking for a no pressure ride to riding in a group environment and promotes road craft 
and rider safety 
 

Saturday 10 Dec 2011— Annual Motorcyclist Toy Run  

 
Tuesday 13 Dec - MRA ACT  General Meeting come along and have your say about how we can improve 
motorcycling in the ACT. The MRA meets at the Harmonie Club at Narrabundah with the meeting starting at 19:30 
and dinner and a chat starting at about 18:30. 
 
Saturday [date] - Discovery Ride - meeting at Robbo's Fyshwick at 0930 for a 10:00 departure. The ride is tailored to 
the needs of the group and is paced at the speed of the slowest rider. It is to introduce new and returning riders or 
riders looking for a no pressure ride to riding in a group environment and promotes roadcraft and rider safety 
 
Sunday [date] – Social Ride TBA    
 
 

http://www.hondampe.com.au/repository/motorcycles/training_licensing/special-courses/ride-thrive.aspx

